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Nursery will be learning about a different insect each week of this term.  

This week we have been learning about spiders.  

The children have been painting, drawing and building spiders.  

We know that spiders have 8 legs, they eat flies and they live in a web. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception enjoyed exploring minibeasts. 

We learnt all about the different types of minibeasts and where we might find 

them.  

We went on a bug hunt within the environmental garden and used our new 

knowledge to identify the bugs we found.   

We then made ladybird biscuits counting the different spots onto them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a fantastic Wow-in day where we became explorers for the day! 

We started off the day by talking about our own history and the history of our 

Year 1 journey so far. We made a giant timeline which included lots of highlights 

from the year. 

   

After lunch, we become explorers and used the Now Press Play to follow maps to 

find the dragon! It was really fun, and the children were so engaged. We then 

went on an exploration of our own school, finding where different things were 

and marking them on a map. 

   

We also learnt all about Amelia Earhart who is going to be our focus explorer for 

the next couple of weeks. She was the first woman to fly across the Atlantic on 

her own! We were really amazed to find out what life was like in her era and 

compare it to the current day. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As Historians we began our day identifying significant people in History and used 

Ian Dawson’s model of significance to discuss what makes someone significant. 

We explored Queen Elizabeth II, Samuel Pepys, and Grace Darling and assessed 

them against Dawson’s statements. We then drew a significant person in History 

and wrote why they were significant. 

We identified when the Victorian Era was and why it was called that. There was a 

surprise box of objects on our carpet that was full of objects such as a lantern, 

aprons, a writing box, and a postcard from Scutari. We explored these objects 

and discussed what they might have been used for and discovered that they 

linked to Florence Nightingale and her life as a nurse. We developed our 

knowledge by following a Now Press Play activity where we immersed ourselves 

into the life of Florence Nightingale and her experiences during the Crimean War. 

We applied our knowledge to create a timeline of her life including key dates 

such as, 1820 when she was born, 1854 when the Crimean war started and 1910 

when she died. 

We delved deeper into hospital conditions during the Crimean War and 

compared them to modern hospitals and care. We wrote about cleanliness, 

quality of training for hospital staff, medicine, and technology. 

      

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Year 3 have enjoyed a fantastic first few days back at school, especially with our 

wow in day to introduce our history topic for this term, ‘The Ancient Egyptians’. It 

was amazing to see the projects that the children have created and put so 

much effort into over the half term…we have some fantastic pyramid builders in 

Year 3! 

We have already begun to look at sources from ancient Egypt, to discover more 

about the people that lived in ancient Egyptian times and their way of life. 

We will also continue our learning about the Egyptians through our other subjects 

such as reading, where our first story will be, ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ and in art 

where we have been creating canopic jars from clay. Make sure to ask us for 

some facts at home. 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our history wow in day was on Tuesday and it was fantastic to see the children 

attend school in a Maya themed costume. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

We journeyed to Ancient Maya using, ‘Now Press Play’ audio story, where we 

faced many perils including almost being sacrificed for losing a Mayan ball game. 

Fortunately, we were saved by our pet jaguar and created peace for the 

inhabitants of the city and high praise from the prince. 

In the afternoon, we looked at paintings drawn by archaeologists as they 

discovered ancient cities in Mexico.  We considered what we can learn about the 

Maya civilisation from the buildings and statues left behind. 

We are having a big push on times-tables this. Children will be spending time 

every day working with their times-table knowledge and securing fast recall of 

facts to 12 x12.  Please continue to support the children at home with frequent 

activities that support their recall of facts – anything goes (games, songs, TT 

Rockstar games, purple mash, times-table hangman…  Please catch up with me if 

you need some new ideas to keep the home learning fun. 

 

 

We studied where the Ancient Maya (and present-day 

descendants live in the World) initially using the 

playground map and then using coordinates in the 

classroom. 

 

We completed many activities throughout the day                                                                 

including a giant time-line from the present day back                                                                             

to 10,000 BC and then used this understanding of                                                                    

relative time (of different cultures) to populate a timeline                                                                       

back in the classroom. Our timeline was 130 metres long!                                                                        

We attached all our key history topic dates onto this line. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a look at this painting of a Maya lady created by Bianca and her Mum. It 

received very high praise from all of Year 4.   

                                       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

Back in time…      

Last week for our History wow in day we have been learning all about Anglo-

Saxons and Vikings! Did you know that many of the words we use today 

originated from the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons? 

Thursday (Þorsdagr), which you might guess means “Thor’s day.” 

We launched in with placing where we thought the Anglo-Saxon and Viking time 

periods were on a timeline as well as making predictions using a range of primary 

resources. We looked at a drinking horn, coins, a purse, spoons and combs that 

Vikings would have made and used. 

Some of us dressed the part too. Have a look at this incredible drawing that Ben 

Bodnar drew too...it’s amazing! 

 

   

Why not try these at home: 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

6C thoroughly enjoyed our History WOW-IN day with many children choosing to 

dress up as a land girl, army soldier and evacuees. Of course, Mr Cox got 

involved and had to be King George VI (the reigning monarch during WWII). 

   

As Readers this week, we have explored a non-fiction text all about ‘Judy: The 

hero dog of the Second World War’. We were enthralled to read just how 

important she was in saving the lives of many British troops in East Asia during the 

Second World War. We enjoyed retrieving information from the text finding out 

what she is known for being the only dog to be officially registered as a prisoner 

of war. 

As Mathematicians this week, we have been using our reasoning and problem 

solving skills to work out ‘the mean’. At first, we found this quite tricky but, with a 

bit of resilience, we got there in the end. We even found the mean of civilian 

and military deaths in the UK, USA, the Soviet Union and Germany and gosh it 

was an awful lot! 

As Historians, we enjoyed identifying the allies and axis of WWII, some rather 

shocking. Additionally, we built upon our chronological awareness by 

placing previous taught topics and WWI and WWII onto our own timelines. This 

part was fun as we had to decipher the order of the significant events. Finally, as 

part of our History WOW-IN day, we identified the main causes of WWII whilst 

looking at primary sources of propaganda posters from Nazi Germany and 

extracts from various speeches. 

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, we have only been back a few days but what a great couple of days they 

have been!  

As Historians we have been exploring our (long awaited) topic, World War 2. As 

part of our Wow-in day, we dressed up as soldiers and evacuees. To look at the 

chronology of historical events, we created a timeline of all the historical periods 

we have studied so far. We also delved deeper into our topic and looked at key 

events within World War Two. We also explored a range of primary and secondary 

sources to help us explore the causes of World War Two.  

We have also been exploring this topic within our writing and have been writing 

diary entries as an evacuee imagining what life was like at that time, how we 

would have felt and what we would have done. We have been looking at a range 

of writing skills and have really enjoyied writing in role.  

 

 

 

 

 

     

                    

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


