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Tel: 01905 701099 

Email: office@carnforthschool.org 

Headteacher: Mrs Nicola Sheeran-Ball 

NEWSLETTER - Issue 6 
 

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 

16th December 2022 

As we come to an end of a busy term where the children have achieved so 

much, I just want to say thank you for your continued support.  
 

The children have worked so hard on their learning, demonstrating fantastic 

characteristics such as: resilience, risk taking, collaboration, curiosity, 

communication and thinking throughout the curriculum. We at Carnforth are so 

proud of our community. 
 

This term the children have participated in so much learning and continued to 

develop their British Values: Mutual Respect, Individual Liberty, Rule of Law, 

Democracy and Tolerance of Different Cultures and Religions through their 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic lessons and through whole school events, 

where we have raised money for charities, voted for roles and responsibilities, 

taken part in special weeks and much more. What a year so far! 
 

All that remains for me to say is ………. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

See you all next year!                                                                     Mrs Nicola Sheeran-Ball. 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

JAN 2022 

Tuesday 3rd January : Teacher Training Day – School closed to pupils 
Wednesday 4th January : School opens for all 
Tuesday 10th January : Reception Class Hearing Tests 
Wednesday 11th/8th/25th January : Year 2 Swimming 
Monday 30th January : Reception Class Eye Tests 

From all at Carnforth 

  

mailto:office@carnforthschool.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery have spent December getting in the festive spirit. We really enjoyed 

Christmas Jumper Day and can’t wait for party day on Friday! We are hoping our 

naughty elf, Buddy, will be on his best behaviour for the rest of the week before 

we say goodbye to him for another year. We would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

 

Current School Attendance:  

Attendance to date (Since September)   

Overall attendance 91.74%  

Year Group  Attendance  

Reception  86.92%  

Year 1  89.81%  

Year 2  92.37%  

Year 3  92.57%  

Year 4  94.41%  

Year 5  90.82%  

Year 6  93.40%  

 

 

Please remember that if your child(ren) are unwell and                                                                                                    

will not be attending school, please make sure you                                                                                                        

contact the school to inform them each day they are                                                                                         

absent.   
 

Authorised vs unauthorised...  
 

Just as a reminder about absences and the differences                                                                                                                   

between recorded authorised and unauthorised                                                                                                                 

absences.  

 

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow what a busy first term Reception have had.  

It has been wonderful watching you all grow in confidence and create some 

lovely friendships.  

The progress you are making in your phonics, maths and writing is blowing us 

away.  

We particularly enjoyed our visit to West Midland Safari Park to visit Santa.  

We enjoyed seeing all the safari animals such as rhinoceros, elephants, giraffes, 

lions, and tigers.  

We then got a special visit from Santa where we even got to choose our own 

gifts.  
 

We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 had a fantastic day at The Black Country Living Museum!  

We played with lots of toys from the past and present to start off the day.  

Then we had a lesson from 1912 which was really interesting, and the children 

found it quite funny! Mrs Begum got told off for wearing nail varnish and Miss 

Jones got told off for not paying her school fees!  

We then had some lunch and went to explore some of the shops and houses 

from the Victorian times. The children learned lots about what life was like for 

people back then and found out lots of interesting facts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We’ve also been busy practising a lot for the Nativity, and I hope you all 

enjoyed our amazing performances this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re very excited for all the exciting Christmas events coming up and we wish 

you a Merry Christmas!      

 

                         

                                                                       

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Year 2 we have been busy learning about the Great Fire of London.  

Last week we had a visitor in school, who took us back all the way to 1666. We 

explored maps of London at that time and plotted on the map the areas that 

were most affected by the fire. As Historians, we discussed reasons for why the 

fire spread so easily, such as the distance between the houses, the strong wind 

at the time, the material they were made from and how they depended on the 

use of fire for light and heat.  

We also got dressed into clothing that would have been worn by men and 

women in the 1660s. We explored how the fire started in Thomas Farriner’s bakery 

on 2nd September 1666 and what tools were used to attempt to put out the fire, 

such as water squirters, leather buckets of water, fire hooks and dynamite. We 

watched a demonstration from our visitor putting a trail of a small amount of gun 

powder to a barrel and setting it alight. This represented how people blew 

houses up that were in the path of the fire to further prevent the spread to other 

buildings. 

 

 

   

                                

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Art we have been studying the artwork work of David Gentleman. We have 

learnt about him as an artist, and we have begun to create watercolour 

landscapes in his style. We have learnt about the different tones that can be 

created by adding more water and the importance of waiting for our 

watercolour layers to dry before adding more colour to avoid ‘bleeding’.   

In music we ended our Ukulele lessons with a performance in front of the other 

year groups. We performed three songs and got lots of applause from our 

audiences!  

In History we have continued our ‘Stone Age to Iron Age’ topic. We were 

archaeologists and went on an excavation to uncover Stone Age artefacts. We 

first guessed what they could have been made from and used for before 

researching them further.  

In Writing we have been creating texts to persuade. We have practiced a range 

of persuasive techniques including boastful language, imperative verbs, and 

rhetorical questions, before writing our adverts to persuade someone to come to 

our fictional school.   

In maths we have been learning how to multiply and divide. We have learnt a 

range of patterns and methods to help us. Please practice our times tables with 

us at home!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time has flown since our last update and Christmas                                                                                

feels like it has been on the horizon since the middle                                                                                        

of November. 

We have invited you into our classroom to share our                                                                                             

reading and enjoyed a healthy-living day, a cake                                                                                  

sale, and a Christmas Fayre. We had quite an                                                                                       

efficient production line making our Christmas gift                                                                                               

bags and labels along with some problem-solving                                                                                             

skills to adapt a hoopla game to include some                                                                           

seasonal characters. 

 

We had our final few sessions at Forest School for                                                                                                           

the term braving the cold, rain, and mud. We will                                                                                                                                                                      

have another session later in the year. 

 

In Maths, we are assessing our  

 knowledge of times-tables a few times 

 each week and are encouraged to log

 on to Purple Mash or TT Rockstars at 

 home to help our recall of timetable 

 facts.  We have been looking at 

 perimeter and area of rectilinear 

 shapes. This included a challenge to 

 see how many ways we could arrange 

 6 post-it notes. 

We have been learning how to write persuasive letters in our last few weeks of term. 

Santa may have received more flattery, presumptive statements, and exaggeration 

in his letter this year.  

Our study of the Ancient Greeks continues, and we enjoyed discovering the contents 

of a discovery box. The halteres (weights used for long-jump) prompted some re-

enactment in the classroom.  We experienced an Ancient Greek adventure through 

an audio story where we were, with the help of some advice, from an oracle and 

good loyal friendship able to save Athens from the Spartan Army. 

In science we have been classifying animals and are beginning to learn about 

different animal habitats and the impact humans have on these areas. As we 

progress into Spring Term our focus will change to electricity and preparation for our 

STEM challenge. 

As a final message from Year 4 for 2022, we would love to wish everyone a peaceful and Happy Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are making you P.R.O.U.D!  
 

We have been working hard in year 5. We’ve been learning about division in 

maths, locating key information in reading, and building suspense through 

spooky setting description in writing. 

 

We have also enjoyed improving our maths through Doodlemaths, which we 

can log into from home, as well as improving our coding skills in computing.   

We have also been learning about looking after our health and wellbeing                                                                        

through yoga and meditation. 

We have all been enjoying the build up to Christmas with House Team Christmas 

Activity afternoons, watching the KS1/EYFS Nativity performance, having 

Christmas dinner, Secret Santa and much more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas fayre was a lot of fun and our breadstick candy canes proved very 

popular!  
 

Thank you for all you have done to celebrate with us and support us this term.  

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

As Readers and Writers, 6C have been pulling together all of our disciplinary 

knowledge to write our very own adventure story.  

As Mathematicians, we have been resilient with recognising equivalent fractions, 

adding and subtracting fractions and solving problems with fractions.  

As Geographers, we have explored our local area and created our very own 

sketch maps using grid references.  

Finally, as Artists, we have created our own montage inspired by Peter Blake. 

 

 

 
 

As Autumn term comes to an end, it is important to look back at all the 

wonderful things we have achieved and accomplished this term.  

 

We have enjoyed exploring our heart rates and the different chambers of the 

heart; engaging with Reader’s Theatre, acting out parts of texts; and creating 

some delicious Christmas themed Oreo biscuits.  

 

We have had a fantastic start to Year 6 showing how resilient we are as the work 

becomes more challenging. 

  

Mr Cox would like to wish the whole Carnforth community a very Happy Holidays 

and wishes everyone the best half term possible. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a fabulous term working so hard and achieving so much! We are 

looking forward to a restful break ready to learn some more after Christmas. 

Happy Christmas from all in Year 6F!  

 

It was wonderful to have so many             

adults attend our DEAR time sessions                                                                                                         

to read with your children. Reading                                                                                                      

is such a valuable skill – we love                                                                                                             

reading at Carnforth!            

                                     

Make sure that you keep                                                                                              

reading over the holidays!  

 

 

Our Christmas Fayre on Friday went so  

 well and thank you to many of you 

 who attended. We had a great time 

 making and decorating our product 

 to sell. We also looked at the marking 

 side making posters and exploring 

 how much we would have to sell the 

 product for to make a profit.  

 

We have worked so hard over the past few weeks to create wonderful pieces of 

writing – just take a look:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

                    

                      

                    

                    

                    

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

                                        

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnforth Choir did an amazing job of performing 

last Friday.  

We went to Fernhill House Care Home and the 

Worcester Victorian Fayre. The children sang 

beautifully and made lots of people smile!  

Look out for more photos and videos on our 

Facebook page.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            PUDSEY POEMS! 
               Have a go at a haiku! 

 

How To: 
• Haiku’s follow the pattern of: 

• line 1 is 5 syllables,  

• line 2 is 7 syllables 

• line 1 is 5 syllables,  

• Think carefully about your vocabulary. 

 

1................................................................................................................................................................... 

2.................................................................................................................................................................. 

3...................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Carnforth School Reading Passports
 

Our Reading Passports contain a list of recommended reads of 

wonderful texts that are suitable for your child’s age.  

This list can be worked through as a family, sharing the reading and 

to enjoy the wonderful world of stories.  

Please remember that if your child struggles to read the texts,                                                                              

share the reading and enjoy the pleasure of reading together.                                                                                  

They do not have to read them themselves.  

How to achieve with your reading passport: 

• For each book, show an adult at school to                                                                                                       

earn a sticker.  

• For every 5 books you have read from your                                                                                                       

list, you will earn a certificate.  

• When you have read all the books from                                                                                                               

your list, you will be invited to attend a                                                                                                             

celebration event within school. 

 

Have fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With Christmas coming up, could you have a go at writing the Christmas story? 

You could write it as a story, a comic or create your own story map. If you want 

to bring this into school, come down to Miss Jones in Year 1 to show me your 

fantastic work! 

 

 
    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cyber Security

Cyber security is how individuals and organisations reduce the risk of 

being affected by cyber crime. 

Cyber security's core function is to protect the devices we all use (smartphones, laptops, 

tablets and computers), and the services we access online - both at home and work - from 

theft or damage. It's also about preventing unauthorised access to the vast amounts 

of personal information we store on these devices, and online. 

Cyber security is important because smartphones, computers and the internet are now such 

a fundamental part of modern life, that it's difficult to imagine how we'd function without 

them. From online banking and shopping, to email and social media, it's more important 

than ever to take steps that can prevent cyber criminals getting hold of our accounts, data, 

and devices.  

Here are 6 ways you can protect yourself against cyber attacks... 

 

Find out more... 

From banking to shopping, and streaming to social media, people are spending more time 

than ever online. Cyber Aware is the government's advice on how to stay secure online.  

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware/home 
 

 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware/home
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware/home


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Over the Christmas holidays we would like you to go on a walk and collect some 

sticks, leaves, conkers – anything you can find!  
 

Arrange all of your findings to make a picture. It could be Christmas related or 

whatever you would like it to be.  
 

Take a picture of your design and email it to office@carnforthschool.org ready to 

share after the Christmas holidays.  
 

Happy creating! 

 

   

We have had great success starting our football club this half 

term and we have begun learning lots of new skills. We look 

forward to showing these off when we play our first match 

within the league. 

 

 

 

Year 3 have had a fantastic time swimming                                                                                 

this term. The children have shown resilience                                                                         

and have been able to improve their                                                                                                       

swimming skills.                                                                         

 

We have practiced putting our heads underwater, floating, and swimming 

independently. We had a great time bringing out the floats, balls and noodles                                                                                          

in our last lesson to have a swimming party. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is a great time for giving. Thinking about others during this time is really 

special. Take a moment to think about how you can show kindness to others at 

Christmas. Write or draw a picture on a bauble outline to show how you are going 

to be kind to others this Christmas.  

 
 

The children thoroughly enjoyed ART Day on the 11th November and learnt all 

about Remembrance Day. The children took part in painting, drawing and 

collage activities creating some fantastic artwork.   

Take a look at some of our work… 

                                           

                                                              

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Positive Wellbeing & Mental Health 

Setting routines and structures to follow are important to ensure that we can learn 

strategies to support us when things get difficult. Try some of these strategies 

below and visit the QRcode link for more information. Please remember to talk to 

us if you are struggling, we are here to help. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve had a great time exploring a range of artefacts linked with our history 

topics this term. It has been great to get hands on and handle them so show 

what life was like at that time.  

 

Get into the Festive spirit with Worcestershire Libraries! 

Worcestershire Libraries will be hosting a variety of exciting activities over the festive season that will keep 

your family entertained with a host of story times, parties, craft activities and even a visit from Father 

Christmas himself! 

 

What’s on offer? 

Boogie on down to Droitwich Library in your best Christmas jumper for some festive games or make your 

own Christmas Bauble.  

 

The Hive will be hosting a special 12 Days of Christmas Storytime in the lead up to Christmas Eve, 

a Christmas Decoration Make and Take and don’t forget the Christmas Fayre on 10th December 

where Father Christmas will be leading some very special story times! 

 

Find out more! 

These are just a small selection of the activities on offer in our libraries over the festive season. Why not pop 

into your local library, take a look at their Library webpage at Christmas Children & Families Events - The Hive 

(thehiveworcester.org) – this will take you to the page below where you can book activities for your child, or 

follow them on social media to find out what’s happening near you? 
 

We hope to see you soon!                                                                         The Worcestershire Libraries Team 
 

  

 

http://www.thehiveworcester.org/childrens_christmas.html
http://www.thehiveworcester.org/childrens_christmas.html
http://www.thehiveworcester.org/childrens_christmas.html
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20017/libraries_and_learning/1266/find_a_library
http://www.thehiveworcester.org/childrens_christmas.html
http://www.thehiveworcester.org/childrens_christmas.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

Why do bears have fur coats? Because they’d look silly in fluffy jumpers. 
 

What do you call a greedy elf? Elfish.  
 

Who hides in a bakery at Christmas? A mince spy! 
 

The jumper I was given for Christmas kept picking up static electricity, so I’m going to 

return it to the shop and get it exchanged it for another one free of charge… 
 

What goes ‘Oh, oh, oh’? Santa walking backwards. 
 

What’s an elf’s favourite type of music? Wrap.  
 

What do you get if you cross Father Christmas with a detective? Santa Clues! 
 

What do you get if you cross a sheep with a kangaroo? A woolly jumper.  
 

What do you call a blind reindeer? I have no eye deer.  
 

What’s Santa’s dog’s name? Santa Paws.  
 

What do you call a cat in the desert? Sandy Claws! 
 

Why are Christmas trees so bad at knitting? They drop all their needles. 
 

A friend of mine loses his cool every time he tries to arrange his jumpers in the 

wardrobe. I think he needs some help with hanger management. 
 

How do Christmas angels greet each other? Halo! 
 

What does Santa pay every month? Jingle Bills! 
 

Why was the snowman rummaging in a bag of carrots? He was picking his nose! 
 

What is red, white & blue? A sad candy cane. 
 

What did Adam say the day before Christmas? It’s Christmas Eve.  
 

What’s the best Christmas present in the world? A broken drum, you just can’t beat it! 
 

What do the royal family play at Christmas instead of musical chairs? Game of 

Thrones.  
 

Why was the turkey in the band? He was the only one with drumsticks.  
 

Who delivers presents to baby sharks? Santa Jaws. 
 

How do you help someone who has lost their Christmas spirit? Nurse them back to elf. 
 

What is a Christmas tree’s favourite candy? Orna-mint. 
 

What do you get when you cross a Christmas tree with an apple? A pineapple! 
 

What happens if you eat Christmas decorations? You get tinselitus. 
 

What do you call Santa when he stops moving? Santa Pause. 
 

What kind of Christmas present just can’t be beat? A broken drum. 
 

What did the grumpy sheep say when his friends wished him a Merry 

Christmas? Baaaa humbug!  
 

What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney? Claustrophobia! 
 

What do you get when you cross a snowman and a vampire? Frostbite. 
 

What do you call an old snowman? Water. 
 

What do gingerbread men use when they break their legs? Candy canes. 
 

What did one snowman say to the other? Do you smell carrots? 
 

How does the snow globe feel this year? A little shaken. 
 

 

Christmas Jokes 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme offers free holiday provision to children in receipt of 

Free School Meals (FSM) and vulnerable families during Easter, Summer and Christmas school 
holidays – please see more on the following link: https://worcestershire.gov.uk/readysteadyworcs 

The HAF Programme funding has been extended to 2023 and Ready Steady Worcestershire has partnered with 
holiday clubs, schools and activity providers all over the county to offer fun, action packed school holiday 
periods with all activities offering healthy snacks, lunches and enriching activities. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have any unpaid amounts showing on your squid account, these need to be 

cleared as a matter of urgency. If these are not paid, you will no longer be able to book 

your children into Little Pears or Breakfast Club without going through squid and 

emergency bookings will not be accepted for the children to attend at short notice. 

All payments from January will need to be made via squid as cash will no longer be 

accepted. 

Little Pears, Breakfast Club, Lunches and Additional Nursery hours are all under bookings. 

Trips, Events, Swimming, Milk and Uniform can all be found under offers. 

 

   

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


